
After their efforts in 2010 saw them reach the 
regional finals and miss out by only one 
place Foister and Saville found themselves in 
the same position again, having qualified to 
the finals weekend at Hill Valley Golf Club for 
the second year running.

With high hopes of going one step further this year 
the pair found themselves unable to improve and 
missed out once again by one place, finishing 3rd 
with only 2 qualifying for Portugal.

Ben Dawes and Dave Fox had also entered the 
How Did I Do, but having been eliminated in the 
area semi finals they concentrated their efforts 
on the Four Nations Golf Challenge.

This was a Ryder Cup style event where the best 
qualifiers from England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales went on to represent their country in the 
finals at The Oxfordshire, a premier course in the 
heart of the country.

Dave and Ben held their heads high as they won 
their semi final match against their Welsh 
counterparts, steadily forging a 4 up lead thru 13 
without losing a hole before 14th and 15th back to 
back, Ben’s birdie on the 16th hole won the point 
for England 3&2.

Sadly England lost the semi-final in a play-off, the 
3/4th place play off against Scotland was not what 

England were looking for but pride was at stake, 
Dave and Ben showed great pride in their birdies 
on the 1st and 3rd holes as they raced to 3up thru 3 
and 6up thru 9, this match inevitably closed out 
early with a 6&5 result for Ben and Dave in a tied 
match 3-3.  Wales went on to lose the final to 
Ireland, another example of Irish golf reigning 
supreme last year.

Paul Robinson and Ian Walley played their way 
to the PGA Pro/Captain Lombard Challenge 
finals in Turkey, an all expenses paid 36 hole 
competition with 12 qualified teams.

Paul and Ian began their challenge with a 2 under 
score on day one to leave them tied 8th, 5 shots 
behind the leaders.

Day two saw the pair come out all guns blazing as 
Ian birdied 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 18 on the way 
to a team score of 9 under par, the best round of 
the competition and leading the way on 11 under 
until the last few groups returned with 12 & 13 
under to leave Paul and Ian collecting 3rd prize.

Paul was quoted by the PGA as saying “That’s the 
best game of golf I have seen in my life” when 
asked about playing with Ian on the final day and “It 
has been the experience of a lifetime, the venue 
and facilities have been superb”.
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2011 saw members of Shirland 
Golf Club entering and succeeding 
in National Competitions, Jon 
Foister and David Saville in the 
How Did I Do National Matchplay, 
Ben Dawes & David Fox in the 
Four Nations Golf Challenge and 
Captain Paul Robinson with PGA 
Professional Ian Walley in the 
Lombard Pro/Captain Challenge.

Shirland, renowned for its manicured greens features many memorable holes.  The 9th is a sweeping dog leg 
leading to a tightly tucked away green.  The 8th is the ultimate risk-reward hole; a short par 4, drivable for 
some, but get it wrong and two ditches await your ball.  The par 5 15th and par 4 16th offer good scoring 
opportunities culminating with the 18th, a sweeping right hand dog leg leading to the clubhouse.

All in all, with its breathtaking views of Wingfield Manor and Crich Stand, Shirland is a challenging yet 
thoroughly enjoyable test of golf for players of all ages and abilities.

Shirland Golf Club warmly welcomes visitors and groups.  Our exceptional value and range of society 
packages are sure to suit a wide range of requirements, and when you have finished, our well stocked 
bars and catering facilities help provide everyone with a truly memorable day out.

.............................................................................................
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Sunday 1st January
Single Stableford - ECLECTIC

Saturday 7th January
4BBB Stableford

Sunday 8th January
AM-AM Stableford

Saturday 14th January
666 Stableford (1, 2, 3)

Sunday 15th January
4BBB Stableford

Saturday 21st January
Yellow Ball Stableford

Sunday 22nd January
4 Man Texas Scramble

Saturday 28th January
Single Stableford - ECLECTIC

Sunday 29th January
666 Stableford (1, 2, 3)



For the first time in Shirland's history the tees are being verti-drained.  By relieving the surface  
compaction and creating channels for the grass roots, we hope to encourage a more dense grass growth 
over the tees during the playing season.  A second pass over the tees will take place during March.
The greens will be verti-drained in February and top dressed afterwards.  As with the tees, this will 
encourage deeper root growth and can help reduce the likelihood of the greens droughting off during the 
summer months.
The willow trees beside the 8th green have been removed.  Two of the trees were so unsafe that with 
only one chainsaw cut they fell towards the green.  The remaining logs will be used for part of the 
chainsaw training the club is hosting.  This area will be cleared and grassed to discourage the bramble 
growth.
The new 18th tee is expected to be in play and ready for Captain's Drive in April.  This area will continue 
to be developed over the next few years, including the introduction of a new ladies tee.  The trees to the 
top of the practice ground are scheduled to be removed later this month.
Lastly, the 13th tee has had the hedges and conifers removed.  This not only opens up the view but also 
allows the light onto the tee.  The cleared area to the right will be developed into a winter tee.
And last but not least I would like to wish all members a very Happy New Year from the greenstaff.
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Shirland Golf Club have this year 
instigated a Social section of the 
golf club with Club Captain Paul 
Robinson at the helm of the Social 
Committee.

In these exciting and changing 
times for our golf club the 
committee have tried to put on one 
social function each month with 
quiz nights, dinner/dance and Irish 
night.

For 2012 the following social 
functions form the Social Diary:

Thurs 26th Jan  Quiz Night

Tues 14th Feb Valentines Night

Thurs 23rd Feb Quiz Night

Sat 17th Mar Irish Night

Thurs 29th Mar Quiz Night

Thurs 26th Apr Quiz Night

Sat 19th May Social (TBA)

Thurs 1st June Quiz Night

Fri 8th June Social incl.
 Kings & Queens

Thurs 28th June Quiz Night

Thurs 26th July Quiz Night

Fri 24th Aug Social incl.
 Kings & Queens

Thurs 30th Aug Quiz Night

Thurs 27th Sept Quiz Night

Sat 13th Oct Social (TBA)

Thurs 25th Oct Quiz Night

Sat 3rd Nov Halloween Party

Thurs 29th Nov Quiz Night

Sat 15th Dec Christmas Social

The functions last year have helped 
to raise both the revenue and the 
profile of the golf club within the 
local community.

With at least one function per 
month scheduled for 2012 there is 
great potential to further raise 
revenue and profile.

We therefore urge members to 
support these functions when 
possible to help Shirland Golf Club 
to grow.

Pictures can be seen from the 
Christmas Party left of this article.

Stardust Big Band
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2012 Fixture books are now available for 
collection from the Pro-Shop during 
January.

Members are advised to collect their copy 
free of charge in order to plan their golfing 
year.

Open Competitions will be held as last year, 
Charity Open, Ladies Open, Gents Open, 
Seniors Open, Mixed Open, Junior Open and 
Open Texas Scramble with early entry 
recommended.

Apologies to the Ladies section as their 
friendly fixtures were omitted in error, 
details of these fixtures are displayed in the 
Ladies locker room.
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Saturday 4th February
AM-AM Stableford

Sunday 5th February
4BBB Stableford

Saturday 11th February
4 Man Texas Scramble

Sunday 12th February
Yellow Ball Stableford

Saturday 18th February
4BBB Stableford

Sunday 19th February
2 Man Texas Scramble

Saturday 25th February
Single Bogey - ECLECTIC

Sunday 26th February
Single Stableford - ECLECTIC
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Shirland Golf Club member Tom Fowkes has proved once again that he is the Ace of Aces with his 
second Hole in One in 2 years on the second at Shirland, his 7th since taking up golf as a junior.

Aged only 14 and playing socially at Ramsdale Park’s Seely course Tom felt a lucky boy as he scored his 
first hole in one, and with odds of 13,000/1 a thinned 4 iron up the hill at the 17th must have felt like a 
lifetime’s achievement, but two more followed in quick succession and by 1999 Tom had carded 4 holes in 
one, namely on the 3rd at Alfreton, 14th at Ramsdale Park’s Lee course and Alfreton’s downhill 6th hole.

After leaving Alfreton in 2001 and spending 4 years at Ormonde Fields there was not a hint of another, 
however a three year break from the game saw Tom come back with a flurry as he holed out his tee shot on 
the par 4 1st hole at Brierley Forest, a downwind driver 245 yards and in for albatross in 2007.

Tom left Brierley for Shirland and enjoyed his first Ace in competition golf with a hybrid 5 iron on the 
second, having witnessed this one myself I can assure you his shot was a thing of beauty, struck perfectly 
over the right bunker, pitching the green and running down the slope into the hole, cut towards the back of 
the green.

The second at Shirland must be a lucky charm to Tom as lighting struck twice on 2nd January 2012, he 
looked on as his 6 iron holed out on the same hole for his 7th career hole in one, and at only 32 years of age 
you can’t help feel there may be plenty more in store for him.

Do you have an achievement you would like to share? Please send information to the Secretary.

Individual Coaching....

... is to be offered to players who the coaches feel 
will benefit from one to one coaching lessons.  
Junior members are encouraged to take control of 
their own arrangements in this department.

For our junior members we offer a subsidized one 
lesson per month throughout the year.  The cost to 
the junior golfer would therefore be £5 per lesson.

Junior Nights @ Shirland Golf Club

Our junior nights at the golf club take place on 
Thursday evenings and are designed to familiarise 
the children with the golf course environment.

Junior nights will run from 22nd March to 20th 
September and will begin between 4.30pm and 
5pm.  Different activities will be put on depending 
on age and ability.  Should the demand arise we 
may look to provide some form of coaching 
activity for these nights.

To take part in any of the sessions it is not 
necessary to have all of the equipment as this can 
be provided, all that you require is appropriate 
footwear, such as trainers, and a waterproof jacket 
if it looks like rain!

To join the Junior Section please speak with 
Ian or Phil in the Pro Shop

Graham Naylor and PGA Professionals 
Ian Walley and Phil Richards have 
formed an extensive Junior coaching 
programme for 2012.

Junior Coaching Programme

Coaching for Juniors will be split into two parts 
depending upon age and ability.  The two parts 
will be Group Coaching and Individual 
Coaching.

Driving Range sessions will continue from 2nd 
February until 8th March with 5 sessions included 
at a cost of £20.

Group Coaching....

... will take place at weekends and will be 
supported by the English Golf Union National 
Skills Challenge.  It will work on a basis that 
coaching for Juniors wishing to take part is 
organised and paid on a 10 week basis.  There 
will be 9 weeks of coaching with week 10 being a 
Skills Challenge.

The Group Coaching sessions will consist of 6/7 
children at a cost of £20 for 10 weeks, 
commencing 18th February and we plan to hold 3 
blocks of coaching over the season.



Memberships at Shirland have 
continued to grow with many new 
members committing themselves to 18 
months of golf to March 2013.

Along with the success of the Winter 
Membership offer that may lead to 
further memberships being taken upon 
renewal.

Renewal date is 1st April 2012 and 
membership forms will be available early 
March 2012.

Club Contacts
Ian Walley 01773 834 935 General Manager and PGA Golf Professional Club Captain 2011 Paul Robinson

  office@shirlandgolfclub.co.uk

   Club Vice Captain  Adrian Shaw

Phil Richards 01773 834 935 PGA Golf Professional

  office@shirlandgolfclub.co.uk Ladies Captain 2011 Harlean Hitchcock

Terry Sutcliffe 01773 834 935 Secretary Ladies Vice Captain Margaret McCarthy

  shirlandgolfclub@btinternet.com

   Seniors Captain 2011 Raymond Yorke

Aileen Tilley 01773 834 935 Bar and Catering Manager 

  events@shirlandgolfclub.co.uk Shirland Golf Club

   Pit Lane, Lower Delves, Shirland

Graham Naylor  07931 357 168 Junior Organiser Derbyshire, DE55 6AU

  graham.naylor6@btinternet.com office@shirlandgolfclub.co.uk

   www.shirlandgolfclub.co.uk

   Tel : 01773 834 935

.............................................................

Members are asked, in an effort to improve the comm unication 
between club and member, to provide a contact email  address to the 
Secretary.
Currently we make every effort to advise all members of any occurrences at the 
club including committee decisions, in an attempt to keep costs to a minimum, 
email contact is preferred and at present we hold valid email addresses for 312 
members.

Please ensure your contact details are upto date to receive information adequately.

Memberships.........

.............................................................
Remember it’s YOUR Golf Club so if anyone has any ne ws, views, achievements or 
amusing antics(!) which they’d like to share in our  next newsletter, please email 
Terry at shirlandgolfclub@btinternet.com .
Or contact the Committee (see website for details) who meet monthly, to put your 
views across.  Our newsletter is published bi-month ly with updates on everything 
from results, fixtures and special offers to events  and the social side of Shirland Golf 
Club.
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 Monday 9am - 4pm

 Tuesday 9am - 3pm

 Wednesday 9am - 4pm

 Thursday 9am - 3pm

 Friday 9am - 4pm

 Saturday 8am - 4pm

 Sunday 8am - 4pm
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Pro-Shop Offers

Fitting now available Free of 
Charge

Please see Ian or Phil in the 
Pro Shop

_______________________

COACHING AND VIDEO 
ANALYSIS

All lessons now include state 
of the art Video Coaching
Get the most out of your 
lesson and ask for Video 

Analysis
Prices start at £18 per

half hour lesson

Visit the Club Shop now for 
further details

Join the 
Mizuno 
revolution and 
play like the 
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Special thanks to the two new 
sponsors achieved for the 

Approach, Shirland Golf Club’s 
bi-monthly newsletter.

Club member Shaun Doyle of 
Shaun Doyle Management and 
Blackwell MOT and Tyre Centre 

have committed to 1 year’s 
advertising within the publication.

Here’s hoping for a long and 
fruitful relationship with both 

advertisers.
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In the previous issue of the Approach it 
was suggested that the Past Captain’s 
competition was resurrected by Chairman 
Mick Murtagh.

However, the suggestion had been made 
by Past Captain and current Seniors 
Captain Mr Raymond Yorke.

Apologies for any confusion caused by 
this slip.

IRON 
FITTINGS

World’s Best Luke Donald


